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Abstract

Privacy is one of the most important demands of
human daily life, reflected especially, but
varyingly, in the architecture of houses, as the main
social environment of “private life”. Houses have
different functions, however, encompassing
activities that may be more, or less, private, and
this implies varying architectural responses. This
holds true from the earliest identifiable houses in
the archaeological record to the houses of our own
time. This paper investigates the traditional houses
in the city of Sulaymaniyah in northern Iraq, which
are known for their distinct architectural form, as a
case study for understanding the relationship
between privacy and (Muslim) domestic
architecture. The specific problems of this research
were (1) to understand how the unique character
and architectural style of the houses in
Sulaymaniyah reflect responses to the problem of
privacy, and (2) to determine the extent to which
those architectural elements used to provide
privacy in the houses of Sulaymaniyah align with
previous practice in other Islamic cities. The study
found that the patterns of traditional residential
houses common in the city of Sulaymaniyah had
clear influences on the evolution of mechanisms
for providing visual privacy: eliminating or
reducing some of them, while enhancing others,
leading to the emergence of innovative models that
were not found in similar traditional homes in the
region and in other Islamic cities.

Key words:

Privacy, Traditional houses, Housing Typology, Al
Sulaymaniyah.
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A B C D 11| H1({C1|L1 |O1 E F G H 1 J L M N o P

1| D1 1920-1930 o] (o] 1 1 1 o] o] 1 o] 1 1 1 o] 1 3 a4
2| D4A 1910-1920 [o] [o] 1 1 o] 1 o] 1 1 o] 1 3 2
3| D4B S 1 1 1 o] 1 (o] 1 1 2 3
4| D2 1940-1950 [o] i 1 o] 1 o] o] o] 1 o] o] 1 o] 1 o] 1 1 1 6
5 D3 1910-1920 (o] i i 1 1 o] o] o] 1 1 3 2
6| D21 -1900 1 1 1 1 o] 1 1 3 2
7 DS 1910-1920 [o] [o] i 1 1 1 1 1 1 o] 3 3
8 J5 1910-1920 i i 1 1 1 1 1 2 a
9 Je 1950-1960 i i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
10| 12 1950-1960 1 1 1 1 1 1 o 2 3
11 J3 1940-1950 i i 1 1 1 1 o] o] 5
12 K3 1920-1930 i i 1 1 1 1 3 2
13 KS 1910-1920 i i i 1 1 1 1 2 aq
14 K1 1930-1940 i i i 1 1 1 1 1 5
15| M11 -1900 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 6
16| M9 1910-1920 i i 1 1 1 1 o] 2 3
17| M14 1930-1940 i i i 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 6
18| M6 Su 1 1 1 o] o] 1 1 o] 1 3
19| M10 Su 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3
20| M17 1910-1920 i i i 1 1 1 1 1 5
21| M2 1920-1930 i i i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7
22| M8 1910-1920 i i 1 1 1 1 1 2 aq
23| M15 -1900 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 aq
24| M18 1930-1940 i i i i 1 1 1 1 3 aq
25| M19 1910-1920 i i 1 1 1 o] 3 1
26| M26 1920-1930 i i 1 1 1 o] 3 1
27| S8 -1900 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 6
28| S38 S 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 2
29| s14 1920-1930 1 1 o] 2 1
30| sis8 -1900 i i 1 1 1 1 1 2 aq
31| S15 1910-1920 i i i 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 6
32 S2 1920-1930 i i 1 1 1 1 2 3
33| si8 1950-1960 i i 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 aq
34| si11 1930-1940 i i 1 1 1 1 3 2
35| S23 1910-1920 i i 1 1 1 1 o] 2 3
36| S24 1910-1920 [o] i i 1 1 1 1 3 2
37 S3 -1900 i i i 1 1 1 2 1 6
38| S30 -1900 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3
39| S31 1920-1930 i i 1 1 1 1 2 2 5
40| S1 | 1950-1960 1|1 1 1 1 1 1| 2 1 7
41| S13 1950-1960 i i 1 1 1 1 1 3 3
42 S6 1930-1940 i i 1 1 1 1 3 2
43| S35 1910-1920 i i 1 1 1 1 1 o] 3 3
44| S9S S 1 1 1 1 1 1 o] 3 2
45| si10 Su 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 aq
46| S12 -1900 i i i 1 1 1 o] 1 aq
47| S27 1920-1930 i i 1 1 1 1 o] o] 5
48| S28 1960-1972 i i 1 1 1 1 1 3 3
49| S29 1930-1940 i i 1 1 1 1 1 2 aq
50| S17 1920-1930 i i i i 1 1 1 aq
51| S22 1930-1940 i i 1 1 1 1 2 3
52| SS7 1930-1940 i i 1 1 1 1 2 2 5
53| Ss4 1980-1990 i i 1 1 1 1 1 2 aq
54| SS6 1950-196 i i i i 1 1 o] 1 aq
55| SS3 -1900 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 aq
56| SS1 1920-1930 i i i 1 1 1 2 3
57| SH9 1940-1950 i i 1 1 2 1 aq
58| SHS8 1930-1940 i i i 1 1 1 o] 2 3
59|SH10 1920-1930 i i 1 1 1 1 1 2 aq
60| SH4 -1900 i i 1 1 1 o] 3 1
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